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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is in response to tine application filed 7/30/2001 . 

2. Claims 1-18 have been examined and are pending in the application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more clainns particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 1-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

The following terms lack antecedent basis: 

(i) the user (line 9 claim 1). Correction is required. 

(ii) the user in question (line 7 claim 8). Correction is required. 

Ciaim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 
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4. Claims 1-4 and 6-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Yonemitsu U.S Patent No. 6,856.962. 

As to claim 1, Yonemitsu teaches a schedule information system (Fig. 1) 
comprising: 

schedule data storage in which users schedule data are stored (schedule data 
storage unit 106, Fig. 1); 

information service for providing users with information (information being 
provided to the user from the server via network, lines 41-42 column 2); 

and related service search that searches information service that relate to 
schedule data stored in the schedule data storage (...an unoccupied time search unit 
for accepting an unoccupied time search request for a schedule and determining 
whether the time zone of the schedule is rendered an occupied time or not based on the 
schedule state of the schedule data existing in the schedule data table and the definition 
data, and when determining that the time zone of the schedule is rendered an occupied 
time, displaying an unoccupied time by removing the time zone of the schedule from the 
unoccupied time..., lines 58-67 column 1); 

wherein the related service search includes, in response to user instructions to 
search related services or to consult schedule data, acquires information from 
information service that relate to schedule data, and outputs this information to the user 
(...function of searching for an unoccupied time, and upon receipt of an unoccupied 
time search request, the search result is displayed in accordance with the definition..., 
lines 44-48 column 3). 



Application/Control Number: 09/91 6.579 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2126 

As to claim 2, Yonemitsu further teaches information service data storage in 
which information summarizing the information service is stored (definition data storage 
unit 107. Fig. 1); wherein 

the related service search includes searches the information service data storage 
in response to user instructions or control; and outputting to the user, along with the 
schedule data, information from the information service that have been searched 
(...function of searching for an unoccupied time, and upon receipt of an unoccupied 
time search request, the search result is displayed in accordance with the definition.... 
lines 44-48 column 3). 

As to claim 3, Yonemitsu further teaches the information service data storage 
includes storing information relating to the access address and access procedure for the 
information service (lines 43-53 column 2); and connecting to the information service on 
the basis of the access address and procedure information that have been retrieved by 
the related service search (connection of schedule data operating unit 108 and units 
106.107 and 109, Fig. 1). 

As to claim 4. Yonemitsu further teaches receiving schedule data related 
information from an information service to which a connection has been established, 
and for outputting the received information along with the schedule data (...function of 
searching for an unoccupied time, and upon receipt of an unoccupied time search 
request, the search result is displayed in accordance with the definition..., lines 44-48 
column 3). 
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As to claim 6, Yonemitsu further teaches personal information storage for 
storing personal information relating to users (schedule data storage unit storing 
information about users, lines 7-10 column 3); wherein the related service search uses 
this personal information along with the schedule data to search the information service 
data storage (...searching for an unoccupied time relating to a particular user..., lines 7- 
47 column 6). 

As to claim 7, Yonemitsu further teaches user preferences extraction for 
extracting information inferred - on the basis of schedule data input by a user or 
information relating to information service means provided by a user - to be of interest to 
the user, and for using the extracted information as part of the personal information (the 
system uses the input information of a particular user to search for unoccupied time 
relating to that user, lines 7-47 column 6). 

As to claim 8, Yonemitsu further teaches acquiring information relating to the 
personal information by connecting to an information service found by the related 
service search on the basis of the personal information (...searching for an unoccupied 
time relating to a particular user..., lines 7-47 column 6), and for storing this information 
in the user schedule data storage as part of the schedule data of the user (lines 43-53 
column 2). 

As to claim 9, Yonemitsu further teaches the information service data storage is 
provided with information service data registration whereby the user can register 
information (user registers schedule data with the schedule management system, lines 
16-26 column 3). 
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As to claim 10, Yonemitsu further teaches information service data acquisition 
for searching, on the basis of the personal information stored in the personal information 
storage, information service that are in conformity with this personal information (the 
system uses the input information of a particular user to search for unoccupied time 
relating to that user, lines 7-47 column 6); and for storing this information from the 
searched information service (lines 43-53 column 2). 

As to claim 1 1 , Yonemitsu further teaches when there is infomiation to be 
registered as schedule data with the schedule data storage, requests transmission of 
the schedule data to the schedule data storage (user registers schedule data with the 
schedule management system, lines 16-26 column 3); and data transmit/receive for 
receiving this schedule data, retrieving information congruent with the received 
schedule data, and transmitting the acquired information (...function of searching for an 
unoccupied time, and upon receipt of an unoccupied time search request, the search 
result is displayed in accordance with the definition..., lines 44-48 column 3). 

As to claim 12, Yonemitsu further teaches display for presenting the user with 
information acquired from an information service (user system displays information from 
the server, lines 41-42 column 2); generating and displaying the animated character 
images along with the acquired information (tables contain user information. Figs. 2-3. 
5-6 and 8). 

As to claim 13, Yonemitsu further teaches selecting a display scenario that is 
appropriate for the schedule data (display unoccupied time of a particular user, lines 7- 
53 column 6); and in accordance with the movement pattern obtained by this display 
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scenario selection, displays the animated character images and outputs what the 
character says (tables contain user information, Figs. 2-3, 5-6 and 8). 

As to claim 14, it is a system claim of claim 1 . Therefore, it is rejected for the 
same reasons as claim 1 above. Yonemitsu further teaches client terminals are 
connected to a sen/er via a network (clients 102s connect to server 103 via network 
110, Fig. 1). 

As to claim 15, Yonemitsu further teaches information service data storage 
contains Internet location information as the address information (TCP/IP protocol, lines 
1-15 column 3) for accessing the information service. 

As to claims 16-17, they are system claims of claims 14-15. Therefore, they are 
rejected for the same reasons as claims 14-15 above. 

As to claim 18, Yonemitsu further teaches storage medium (memory, line 57 
column 2) in which software has been stored, and an information processing unit (CPU, 
line 56 column 2). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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5. Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Yonemitsu in view of Van Home U.S Patent No. 6,625.645. 

As to claim 5, Yonemitsu as disclosed above does not explicitly teach a billing 
storage. Van Home teaches a system of clients using service from a server wherein the 
server stores clients' billing information for account charging purpose (lines 38-65 
column 4). It would have been obvious to apply the teachings of Van Home to the 
system of Yonemitsu because by storing clients' billing information, the server could 
charge the clients for the service that they used as disclosed by Van Home (lines 38-65 
column 4). 



Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Andy Ho whose telephone number is (571 ) 272-3762. 
A voice mail service is also available for this number. The examiner can normally be 
reached on Monday - Friday. 8:30 am - 5:00 pm. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305- 
3900. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 
Commissioner for Patents 
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P.O Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
Or fax to: 

• AFTER-FINAL faxes must be signed and sent to (703) 872 - 9306. 

• OFFICAL faxes must be signed and sent to (703) 872 - 9306. 

• NON OFFICAL faxes should not be signed, please send to (571 ) 273 - 3762 
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February 25, 2005 




